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Live Boldly 

 2013 was an excellent year for our church.  Attendance has increased 
significantly.  We have some fantastic new programs for families with young 
children.  We’re reaching out to the world as innovators in the use of new media 
in churches.  And we’re staying focused on our purpose: to help people discover 
and deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

 We’ve also been exploring the question of how we best communicate  
the importance of faith to the world.  People who are unfamiliar with a life of  
faith often ask: “What will it mean for me?  How will my life be different if I’m  
a Christian?” 

 Preaching is central to answering these questions for people, so the 
exploration began with thinking about our weekly messages.  Each week, as  
the Scripture for the week is studied, the question that has to be answered is: 
where is the intersection between this Bible passage and the lives of the 
congregation?  And over time, what are some of the goals and values that are 
repeatedly expressed? 

 Working with the officers of the church, these were distilled into four  
short phrases, and the first of them is this: “Live Boldly.”  The life of faith is  
not a timid life.  Consider the following promises of God: 

1. The promise that the Holy Spirit has given you gifts to use for the common 
good: 

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
 – 1 Corinthians 12:7 

2. The promise that God is with us as we go forth: 

Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread of them, because it is the LORD your God 
who goes with you; he will not fail you or forsake you. – Deuteronomy 31:6 

3. The promise that we cannot be separated from the love of God in Jesus Christ: 

 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For  
 I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
 things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
 be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 – Romans 8:37-39 
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 We are gifted, loved, and empowered by God.  God designed us to a 
play a particular role in the advancement of God’s kingdom.  Do our lives 
reflect that we know these things to be true?  I think one of the ways we 
disappoint God is through inaction and passivity. 

 I believe with all my heart that God wants us to be bold.  The Greek 
word translated in the Bible as “boldly” has the following definition: “acting with 
an attitude of openness that comes from freedom and lack of fear.”  To live a life of 
openness, freedom, and lack of fear – that is what it means to live boldly.  And 
do you know to whom this word was applied almost exclusively in the New 
Testament?  The Apostle Paul.  Consider everything he accomplished because 
he didn’t allow fear to rule his life, and let it inspire you. 

 When we live boldly, we are more generous, because we live with 
openness and without fear; we live with freedom from material excesses.  When 
we live boldly, an imperative toward action overcomes our lingering doubts and 
fears.  When we live boldly, the setbacks we face in life don’t derail us, because 
we know that God continues to be at our side.  Then when others see you living 
boldly, they will wonder where your confidence comes from – and you can tell 
them.  It comes from your faith in Jesus Christ. 

  In 2014, choose to Live Boldly for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
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Acknowledgements 
As we read this, the glow of Christmas lingers as a warm memory in our hearts.  

While these memories are still fresh in our minds, I want to acknowledge the many people  
who worked to make Christmas so special at FPC: 

 

The Members of the Chancel Choir and our Soloists 
who spent countless hours rehearsing and performing the beautiful music of the season for morning 
worship and special services and programs.  
 

The Youth Ensemble 
who added so much to our Candlelight Service with their beautiful young voices. 
 

Singing Sensations led by Jane Kelly Williams 

who brought smiles to so many faces at the Candlelight Service. 
 

The Worship and Music committee , chaired by Jill Bello.  

Their behind the scenes work makes every worship service and special music event flow smoothly. 
 

The Staff of First Presbyterian Church 

who are there at every turn to cheerfully assist, advise, participate and clean up! A big thanks to  
all of you!      
           -David Macfarlane 
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From the Choir Room 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS worship on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.   
It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band led by Jane Kelly Williams and the same basic sermon  
as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and  
invite your friends! 
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ON DEC. 15, YOUTH PRESENTED HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 
WITH $5,500!! 
READ TO FEED raised $900 this fall and the PUMPKIN PATCH raised $4600 in the last 3 
years to donate an ARK of 30 ANIMALS, also an opportunity for a girl to go to 
school and an irrigation pump.  Karen Fountain from Heifer shared the Heifer 
story in worship with the children who each brought a stuffed animal and to  
receive our big check for the work of Heifer around the world. Carolina Zuluaga, 
Lauren Bigler and Ilta Schulzrinne shared stories of how Heifer is helping families with better health and family 
income. Mercedes Zuluaga, Youth Advisor, and the Project Managers presented the check. We congratulate their 
parents, too, who supported them and the generous congregation who helped the youth raise these funds! Dorothy 
VanderWerf concluded the presentation with prayer. Karen thanked everyone for this awesome gift and gave us an 
update on how Heifer is helping families in the Philippines at this time. 
 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 
We gather after worship in Elmore Hall to celebrate the Three King’s Festival with songs by  
the Sunday School Singers directed by Cyndi Kumor and an Epiphany play with family 
participation. The Hispanic families of our congregation will then treat us to a festival of  
foods from their culture. Thanks to Beneranda Baez and Mercedes Zuluaga who are  

coordinating this wonderful event in the life of our church family! 
 

GOD’S CREATION WALL CALENDARS FOR 2014 with beautiful  
pictures and scriptures are now available for only $7.00 which benefits STOP HUNGER 
NOW, a mission project of our youth and Presbytery youth. Logan Beharry is Project Manager 
at Coffee and Conversation and Camilia Polack at Crossroads. There are still a few left for  
your new year.  
 

STOP HUNGER NOW EVENT ON JANUARY 11 
This event is organized by our Presbytery Youth who went to Triennium where they packaged 143,000 meals.  
Our youth are invited to participate in this outstanding opportunity to pack thousands of meals held at the  
Tenafly Presbyterian Church on Saturday, January 11, anytime from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. along with other activities. 
The dried food packages cost 25 cents each. Our calendar sales will help to support this effort.  

 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Church School Classes will be back in session on Sunday, January 12, and we look forward to 
great attendance and participation in 2014. “Jesus is the Message” is the emphasis for this winter 
quarter.  The teachers are getting ready and we ask parents to faithfully bring their children so 
together we can experience the great and wonderful stories of our Christian faith. 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY 
Scripture Study classes will resume on Sunday, January 12, for Middle and High School  
students. On January 19, youth remain for worship as they provide service by ushering and 

as the lay assistant. 
 

SOUP IS PREPARED for the Annual Meeting of the congregation by the Youth Group who  
enjoy getting together and making those two large pots of soup for lunch on Sunday, January 26. 
        

       - Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 
 

 

Children, Youth, & Family Connection 



 

 

Come upstairs and visit this new FPC space that will serve to stir the creative spirit! 
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WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 
NOW IN THE ARTLOFT! 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. starting January 8th 

 

FPC hosts free children’s yoga every Wednesday in this drop-in time of play.  Featuring Adra from the popular 
We Play Yoga, Wonderful Wednesdays begins each playful yoga session with learning the Lord’s Prayer with  
our bodies.  Bring a friend and enjoy!  Email Pastor Kellie with any questions at kellie@englewoodpres.org. 
 

@FPC  

THE ART LOFT@FPC HAS FREE TRIAL ART CLASSES THE WEEK  
OF JAN. 7TH ! 
Drop in Tuesday or Wednesday, January 7th or 8th, for a FREE trial Scribble Art class. Visit the FPC website: 
www.englewoodpres.org under ‘Families’ and ‘The ArtLoft@FPC’ for more information and to register  
for the Scribble Art Winter session, January–March 2014. If you have questions, please call or email Kellie at  
201–568-7373 x301 / kellie@englewoodpres.org.  
 

FPPK OPEN HOUSE ON FEBRUARY 1  
Please join the First Presbyterian Preschool and Kindergarten at our Open House on Saturday,  
February, 1, 2014 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. You will be able to tour the school, meet the Teachers  
and Administration and receive registration details. We hope to see you there!  If you have any  
questions, please feel free to call Ms. Terry or Ms. Jeannie at 201.568.3042.  Leslie Kavanaugh,  
President of FPPK Board / leslie0704@aol.com 

IS YOUR CHILD READY FOR CONFIRMATION? 
Confirmation is a time for youth to decide whether to claim the Christian faith  
for themselves.  Our confirmation class is open to 8th and 9th graders.  An  
introduction to the confirmation process for interested youth and their parents will 
take place on Friday, January 10 at 6:30 p.m. with a light supper. Confirmation 
classes begin in February, supplemented by discussions with an assigned mentor.  
Our goal is to provide the opportunity for these young people to explore their beliefs 
and decide whether they are ready to make their own affirmation of faith in Jesus Christ.   
Interested youth or their parents should RSVP to Dorothy VanderWerf or Rev. Hong by January 8. 



 

 

COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, January 16, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you are  
a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s Caregivers’ 

Support Group.  Through an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we are able to bring you both a 
wide array of educational programs, information about available resources, and supportive sharing led by Sheila 
Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  Each meeting is comprised of a 
presentation by a local expert offering advice and resources, followed by a time of discussion and sharing.  For 
additional information, contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. Please feel free to forward this invitation  
to others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others.  All are welcome.  Light refreshments will  
be served. 

GRIEFSHARE:  
FPC'S WEEKLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  

Tuesday evenings, January 7, 14, 21 and *28 (*concluding session), 7-8:30 p.m.  
in the East Room 

 

Anyone who has experienced the death of a family member or friend is invited to attend GriefShare: FPC's 
weekly support group for people grieving the death of someone close.  Through each GriefShare session you 
will find encouragement and help in grieving the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family member 
or friend.  GriefShare is a nondenominational, Christian support group where each session begins with a  
video presentation followed by discussion led by the Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo. Please feel free to forward  
this invitation to others you know who are grieving the death of a family member or friend to join us for 
this program on Tuesday evenings at 7 pm.  Sign up for GriefShare on the FPC Web site in the ‘Happenings’ 
section or email Rev. Kellie at kellie@englewoodpres.org. 
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News for the Congregation 

FPC NEEDLE CRAFTERS MEET ON JANUARY 12 

FPC NEEDLE CRAFTERS, coordinated by Wilda Lagrosa and Sara Lee, invite both men and women  
interested in knitting or crocheting and those wishing to learn the needle craft to join them on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays at 12:45 p,m, following Coffee & Conversation. The click of needles, the touch of 
yarn, acrylic or wool, the miraculous creation of beautiful fabric from a single strand of yarn – any 
knitter knows the satisfaction in the simple act of knitting.  Join us on Sunday, January 12. 

FPC MEN’S DINNER NIGHT OUT 
is something new for the men of the Church.  We’ll meet at a local restaurant and have dinner and 
socialize.  We will go “dutch,” as they say, on Wednesday, January 22 , at the 4 West Diner, located 
Rt. 4 and Van Brunt Street in Englewood at 7:00 p.m. If interested in attending, please contact Jim 
Lagrosa by email at JML1242@aol.com or call him at 201- 693-2464. 
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CENTER FOR DISCOVERY & DISCIPLESHIP 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday mornings, 10:00 a.m. in the East Room with child care. 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study meets at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
each week.  We review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, 
illuminating issues of history and context that increase our understanding of 
how the Bible was heard in ancient times, which teaches us lessons about 
how to read it today. 
 
 

FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Wednesday, January 8, at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room. 
 

The First Thursday study group continues on a special day, Wednesday, January 8 in the East Room.  Please 
join us for an interesting and enlightening time of learning, discussion, and fellowship as we continue the 
“Wonderstruck” DVD study by Margaret Feinberg. 

First Press 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
The Ordination and Installation of Officers will take place during the 11 a.m. 
worship on Sunday, January 12.  We extend our heartfelt thanks to those whose service as officers ended 
in 2013, including Elders Sandy Bishop and Karen Dubois-Kahn, and Deacons David Bishop, Paul 
Piergentile, Lois Strauss, Thierry Vodounou, Katie Bigler and Sarah Palo.  We welcome Elders David 
Bishop and Carol Schulzrinne to the Session, with Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields, and T.K. Lau returning for a 
second term.  Elected as deacons were John Fraser, Nicole Kim, Charlene Niland, Carolina Zuluaga, with 
Audrey Harrison returning for a second term.  Please pray for your officers and give thanks for their service 
as they lead this congregation in faithful witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We want to give a special 
acknowledgement of nearly a decade of exemplary service by LINSY FARRIS as Clerk of Session.  Linsy is 
stepping down from this position and leaves very large shoes to fill! 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
A REMINDER to Committee chairpersons that your annual reports are due to the Church 
Office no later than Friday, January 10. Please email your reports in electronic form. 

      ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will take place after the 11 a.m. worship on  

Sunday, January 26, 2014.  A light lunch will be served (soup is prepared by our youth, and 
our officers provide sandwiches and desserts), after which the meeting will take place.  This 
is your best opportunity as members of the church to learn more about the workings of the 
congregation, ask questions, and perhaps discover areas where you might like to serve.  The 

Annual Reports will be ready for distribution on Sunday, January 19 so you can read them 
before the meeting. 
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Other News 

WINTER COAT DRIVE  
Thank you to all who have donated winter coats! We have taken two carloads to Burlington Coat 
Factory for distribution to needy families. 

FOOD TO FIRST ON FIRST SUNDAYS 

Mark your calendar for food donations on January 5 and February 2.  On an average month, 
4,600 people are coming to CFA for food. CFA is also giving week-end snack packs to 520  
children. Your support makes a huge difference. Let’s start 2014 with generous support by  
bringing food donations. 

“YEAR WITH THE BIBLE” 2014  
 This booklet of scripture readings and prayers is offered as a guide for individual and family  
devotions. It seeks to help the reader through each day of the year with the lectionary readings  
that usually Rev. Hong prepares for Sunday morning Bible Study and the Sermon each week. Daily 
reading of the Bible is one of the best ways to acquire an in-depth knowledge of God’s Word to us. 

TOUR OF LIGHT CONCERT FROM UGANDA IS COMING 
The Presbyterian Church in Hackensack will again host this wonderful concert on Friday, 
January 24.  These children and teens from Uganda tour the United States raising money for 
their sponsoring organization, “Children of Uganda” to support their work with orphans in 
their country.  The tickets are $20 and we will soon have them available. This is a great event 
for all ages, exposing us to traditional East African stories, songs, instruments, costumes and 
dances. The performers are skillful, energetic and joyful. 

JOIN SINGLES CONNECTION FOR MOVIE NIGHT ON  
JANUARY 29TH AT 7 PM! 

 

 Start off the New Year with a most inspiring movie of the powerful impact of a 
project.  Carolyn Moscou will introduce and relate her journey to Whitwell, Tn., 30 miles 
west of Chatanooga where the story takes place. 
 "Paper Clips," a true documentary, tells of the elementary school where students 
were studying bigotry.  The teacher and her class set out to collect 6 million paper clips  

to signify the 6 million people killed during the Holocaust. They captured the support "world-wide" for their 
project of raising awareness.  You will find it an incredibly moving story. 
 Carolyn has been a member of FPC for 7 years and has created and chaired the Ronald McDonald 
house collection of soda tabs for the past 5 years.  She has travelled the world after working for many years  as a 
stewardess for Eastern Airlines and now lives in Fort Lee.  
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90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being  
produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email  
or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start  
faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary  
website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR CULTUREFEST – SAT., JANUARY 25, 2014 
 

If it is January, then CULTUREFEST at FPC must be coming.  For  
our new families and friends, this event is a sharing of dishes from our 
various multi-cultural/multi-national backgrounds.  Think about your 
favorite dish from “home” and bring it to share.  You need only prepare 

enough for 6-8 people – but when you multiply that by everyone that brings a dish … we have plenty. 
 

Sign-up sheets will be in Coffee & Conversation beginning early January.  It is a fun, family evening for  
everyone.  Doors open at 5:30 when you bring your heated food.  Dinner begins at 6:00 PM.  Outreach  
Committee provides the desserts.   
 

Your dish can be either a SALAD – SIDE DISH – or ENTRÉE – but only enough for 6 - 8 people. Everyone  
is welcome…Mom, Dad, Grandma, Grandpa, and, of course, children…or maybe you’d like to invite your  
neighbor to see what FPC is all about.  This is a wonderful opportunity for them to come for a visit.  Seating  
is limited to 120 – sign-ups are mandatory.   
 

Please SAVE THE DATE – SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2014.  It’s a super way to spend an evening with 
your Church Family. 

OUTREACH NEEDS YOU! 
How we enjoy Coffee & Conversation!!  It's a chance for us to meet new friends, renew old,  
and catch up before we're off and running.  You must realize there is light work to be done in  
both serving and cleaning up after with time slots from 10 a.m. until worship, and then post  

worship until about 1:15 p.m.  Won't YOU help, once or twice in 2014? 
  

C & C will be simplified in 2014 with easy Englewood pickup of preordered goodies, or delivery of  
others.  Cleanup, thanks to disposables, is so easy too!  Please contact Mibs Wagner at 201-346-1205 to  
volunteer to HOST (picking up and setting up sponsoring what you can of the order and Outreach will  
pay the rest);  SET UP:  assisting the Host; and CLEAN UP. 
 

New programs are on the horizon too, so would you JOIN our OUTREACH Committee to help plan 
them?  Again, see Mercedes Zuluaga or Mibs.  Meetings are the second Monday of the month at 7 p.m. with  
light supper provided! Let this be one of your New Year's Resolutions: help FPC in any way you can. 

ADULT BASKETBALL CONTINUES IN 2014 
Almost every Thursday evening you will find a group of men and women playing a pick-up  
game of basketball in Elmore Hall thanks to Philip Soo who coordinates this evening from  
7:30 – 9:30 p.m. Stop in or e-mail Philip at: soorealtors@gmail.com to be included in the  
schedule of basketball. 
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People You Know 
BAPTISM BLESSINGS FOR: Miles King Rhinehart-Williams, son of Justin McLaughlin-Williams and Robyn 

Rhinehart-Williams, and grandson of Beverly and Pete Rhinehart, who was baptized on December 1, 2013. 
 

BAPTISM BLESSINGS FOR: Matthew Jisung Choi, son of Myung and Jennifer Choi, brother of Katie Choi, who 

was baptized on December 8, 2013. 
 

LOVE AND PRAYERS FOR: Laurie Knott who has been hospitalized at New York Presbyterian Hospital and is now 

recuperating at Kindred Hospital, 224 Hamburg Turnpike, Wayne, NJ 07470. 
 

LOVE AND PRAYERS FOR: Carlos Ramos who had successful knee surgery and prayers for continued healing. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Dr. Nancy Dodson, daughter of Drs.Ruth and Irwin Levy, had a featured article in the 

Boston Globe newspaper following the Sandy Hook anniversary. 
 

MANY THANKS TO: 3 very young children who each handed $1.00 to Karen Fountain, our Heifer representative, 

after worship on December 15. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:  Jeremiah Urena who was a performer in the Melody Arons Center Christmas 

Celebration on December 19 with Ray and Marilyn Arons as Mr. and Mrs. Santa. Also, David Bishop and Ray 
Arons made their debut singing a duet and playing the banjo and guitar at the celebration.   

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available on 
our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our Web 
site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC by joining 
our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of Englewood), 
follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON  
JANUARY16TH. 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
In case of INCLEMENT WEATHER, you are now able to dial in to our phone system and hear a recorded 
announcement of whether any of our activities are impacted.  During the opening message, just press 7 (think of 
pressing "S" for "Snow") to be informed of whether any events have been cancelled. 
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